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1*2 THE CAMBKO-BRITOtf. 

WALES. 

CYMREIGYDDION SOCIETY.— Among the laudable insti- 
tutions now in existence for promoting the interests of Wales, and 
especially for preserving her ancient tongue in its native purity, 
the Society of Cymreigyddion, established in the metropolis, 
deserves a particular notice. It was in the year 1 792 that this 
institution was founded. And the main objeet of its establish- 
ment, to which it has since adhered with a praise-worthy fidelity, 
was, as above intimated, the maintenance of our excellent lan- 
guage in that vigour and beauty, which so eminently distinguish 
it. For this purpose, controversial discussion in the Welsh 
tongue has been adopted as one of the means best calculated to 
promote this end. Accordingly, at each meeting a debate takes 
place on a subject previously selected, and the ability, often 
evinced on the occasion, affords ample proof of the utility of the 
design. It deserves also to be mentioned, that, in order to en- 
sure that harmony so essential to the welfare of the Society, all 
topics of a religious and political nature are scrupulously avoided. 

In addition to the patriotic object above noticed, it must not 
be forgotten, that charity also forms a prominent feature in this 
institution. With a view to the furtherance of this amiable de- 
sign, a board, having the word Elusengarwch (charity) in- 
scribed on it, presents itself in a conspicuous manner to everv 
person entering the room, where the Society meets. The heart 
of benevolence is thus perpetually kept in mind of its favourite 
pursuit, and the fund, collected in consequence, is devoted by 
the Society to the charitable purpose of relieving their country- 
men in certain distressed situations. 

The Cymreigyddion originally consisted of inhabitants of 
North Wales only : but they have since embraced the other divi- 
sion of the Principality. As a qualification for admission into the 
Society, it is indispensibly necessary, that the candidate should 
understand and speak the Welsh language, and that he be 
recommended by two members as a person of irreproachable cha- 
racter. The election is by ballot, and, where the number of 
votes happens to be equal, the candidate is rejected. The officers 
of the Society are a President, Vice President, Treasurer and 
Secretary : and the business is conducted by a Committee of five 
members. The meetings take place every Thursday evening, for 
the purpose already mentioned : when the proceedings are al- 
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ways characterised by that " union and brotherly love," which 
form a favourite sentiment of the Society. This brief account of 
the Cymreigyddion cannot conclude better than by a repetition 
of that wish, which, when assembled, they never fail to express, 
" Oes y byd i'r Iaith Gymraeg."* * # * 

GWYNEDDIGION SOCIETY.— In the last Number an ac- 
count was given of the Eisteddfod, which this Society held on the 
6th of October at Denbigh, for the purpose of deciding on the 
merits of the Welsh Poems on Elusengarwch (Charity), which 
had been proposed as the subject for the Society's Prize Awdl for 
the present year. The decision, which, owing to some unavoid- 
able accident, was not then made, has since taken place, and re- 
ceived the confirmation of a Committee of the Society in London. 
The Rev. Edward Hughes, Rector of Bodfary, in Flintshire, is 
the successful candidate ; and it is not more than justice to add, 
that the Awen, evinced in his composition, does him great 
credit. * ♦ 

CAMBRIAN SOCIETY IN DYFED.— The subjects, pro- 
posed by this Society for the Prize Compositions for the ensuing 
year, were noticed last month. It was on the 16th of August, 
that a Committee of the Society met for this purpose at Carmar- 
then, when several Resolutions were passed, of which the following 
seem to merit publicity : — 

That each District provide for its own Eisteddfod, and take 
charge of its own expences and subscriptions, appoint its own 
prize-subjects, and decide by its own local judges upon its respec- 
tive premiums. 

That each District be at liberty to propose annually its own 
subjects for Premiums, but that the successful compositions of 
that District only, in which the Eisteddfod shall be holden, will be 
publicly recited at the Eisteddfod, unless the Committee of the 
acting District should request it. 

That there be an Annual Meeting of the Cambrian Society held 
on the second Monday in May in London. 

That it be recommended to the Society, when its funds are 
competent, to appropriate a special fund for the encouragement 
of poetical and literary merit in persons in confined circumstances, 
and that Dafydd Ddu, of Carnarvon, have the sum of ten pounds 
allowed him as a gratuity for the present year. 

* " The age of the world to the Welsh language." 
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